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REMARKS/ARGUMENTS 

Favorable reconsideration of this application as presently amended and in light of the 
following discussion is respectfully requested. 

Claims 1 1-16 are pending in the present application; Claim 1 1 having been amended 
and Claims 17-24 having been canceled by way of the present amendment. 

In the outstanding Office Action, the numbering of the claims was explained, the 
specification was objected to, Claims 9-17 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 1 12, second 
paragraph, and the claims were rejected in view of the prior art. 

With regard to the numbering of the claims, the outstanding Office Action indicates 
that amended Claims 1 1-24 were renumbered by hand to be Claims 9-22. This was not done 
by the Applicants as the published patent application 2005/0224123 Al has the proper 
numbering of the claims. It is improper to number Claims 1 1-24 as Claims 9-22 as this 
would mean that there were duplicate Claims 9 and 10 submitted at some point in time, 
which is improper. Therefore, the present amendment treats the claims as they were filed in 
the amendment on February 10, 2005 which is the same as they appear in the published 
application. 

The trademark PROGUARD CRB does appear in the specification but where it 
appears it has been capitalized. Accordingly, this issue does not appear to present any 
concems. 

Claims 17-19 which contain the trademark PROGUARD CRB was objected to 
because of the use of the trademark. In response to this rejection. Claims 17-19 have been 
canceled. 

The first independent claim was rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 1 12, second paragraph as 
being indefinite. While the independent claim at issue is believed to be definite as filed, 
independent Claim 1 1 has been amended by way of the present amendment in order to recite 
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the invention. Specifically, the multiple materials comprise a curable resin, and ceramic 
particulate filler materials, those filler materials including chopped carbon fiber materials. 

Accordingly, the rejection under 35 U.S.C. § 1 12, second paragraph is respectfully 
requested to be withdrawn. 

Renumbered Claims 18-21 were rejected in view of the prior art. These claims have 
been canceled and that rejection is now moot. 

Claims 9-19 [as renumbered by the PTO] were rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) as 
being anticipated by Hwang or altematively under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being obvious over 
Hwang . This rejection is respectfiiUy traversed. 

Hwang discloses a damper which is directly attached to a tubular body. However, this 
damper has a totally different objective as compared to the claimed centralizer. Its task is 
that of dampening vibrations, but it does not operate to centralize the drill casing. Therefore, 
Hwang does not disclose the centralizer. Moreover, the use of chopped carbon fiber 
materials as a component among the molding materials is not taught by Hwang . Hwang uses 
various types of fibers (see e.g., col. 5, lines 14-20 and 26-31), but it never mentions carbon 
fiber materials as being an element. 

The use of a curable resin and ceramic particulate materials used as fillers including 
chopped carbon fiber materials is at least one reason why the pending independent claim is 
patentable. The claimed invention provides resistance to wear and abrasion resistance, 
thermal stress, and maximum adhesion. The chopped carbon fibers make it possible to use 
the present invention in the working conditions required since the projections such as the 
radial extending blades, without the presence of this material, could accidentally or easily 
break or detach due to particularly strong collisions or stresses which may be experienced, 
thus jeopardizing the successfiil operations of drilling. 
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Accordingly, the rejection in view of Hwang is respectfully requested to be 
withdrawn. 

Consequently, in light of the above discussion and in view of the present amendment, 
the present application is in condition for formal allowance and m early and favorable action 
to that effect is requested. 



Respectfully submitted. 



Customer Number 



22850 




GfegoryXI/Maier 
Alj^mey of Record 
Registration No. 25,599 



Tel: (703)413-3000 
Fax: (703)413 -2220 
(OSMMN 08/07) 

GJM:JJK\la 



James J, Kulbaski 
Registration No, 34,648 



6 



